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Shaping our Futures Together
The Context
Friday 6 September saw over 100 people come together to explore how we can 
strengthen relationships, solidarity, allyship and cross-cultural collaboration 
between tangata whenua and migrant and refugee background communities, 
to build connected and inclusive communities.

Shaping our Futures Together Hui was co-hosted by Belong Aotearoa and 
Te Wānanga o Aotearoa (TWOA) to:

•	 Inspire relationships and partnerships based on respect, shared 
experiences and intertwined futures.

•	 Showcase partnerships that are helping build connected and inclusive 
communities.

•	 Deepen understanding of biculturalism in contemporary Aotearoa.
•	 Highlight how the Treaty of Waitangi provides a foundation to strengthen 

inclusion, equity and the wellbeing of communities.  

The programme for the hui included:  

•	 Pōwhiri
•	 Co-host Welcome:

»» MC Welcome - Shanan Halbert Aukaha Kahutaupua – Regional 
Manager, Student Experience, Te Wᾱnanga o Aotearoa (TWOA)

»» Hone Paul Tumukahutaupua / Executive Director Marketing & 
Tauira Services (TWOA)

»» Rahul Watson Govindan Chair, Belong Aotearoa (BA)
•	 Keynote Speaker - Mr Meng Foon Race Relations Commissioner
•	 Showcasing Exemplars:

»» Ngᾱ Herenga Waka Project - Mad Ave & Roskill Together
»» Welcoming newcomers - NZ Red Cross & Ruapotaka Marae

•	 Q & A Panel 

This report provides a brief summary of the feedback we received from 
participants. 

93%
rated the overall hui as very positive 
(55%) or positive (38%)

Overall

said coming together was very valuable 
(52%) or valuable (27%)79%

said the hui had raised their awareness 
of TWOA as a bicultural education 
provider90%

of 47 respondents

of 44 respondents

of 34 respondents

https://youtu.be/ULVy5NCF-vs
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Reflections 
People shared how they felt following the hui, including:

Inspired

Uplifted

Positive

Impressed by the 
mix of people and 

generosity of TWOA 
whānau

Motivated

Connected

Informed

Engaged
Unclear

Empowered

Whakamana

Grateful

Better time 
management Underwhelmed

I have previously felt apprehensive 
about approaching institutions 

“randomly” to reach out but the hui 
offered an opportunity, even for the 

fact that we can say we attended it and 
wanted to make contact with those 

involved, It felt like a first step

Moving Forward

People shared one thing they hoped to do following the hui to 
strengthen relationships and partnership with Māori and non-Māori. 
Some comments were:

Make this 
an annual hui 

partnering with other 
community orgs

Use the 3 
E’s

Continue my 
ongoing engagement 

and learnings re. 
Māori

Embrace 
immigrants 

embrace te reo learn 
their culture for my 

kete

Continue 
to promote 

the importance 
of biculturalism 

to underpin 
multiculturalism in 

NZ

Make more 
effort to learn Te 

Reo

Give more 
voice to Māori

As a wāhine Māori I hope 
to bridge the gap between 

my Māori and non-Māori team 
mates at work, increase their 

understanding

Find ways to support 
opportunities like Friday for 

intercultural sharing between 
new migrants, resettled 
communities and mana 
whenua and mataawaka

Contact 
Georgie 

Thompson Be more open to 
the perspectives of 

migrant communities

Start a 
program 
for South 
Africans

Promote 
TWOA

Being 
more 

accessible and 
inclusive of 
belonging

Learn Te 
Reo
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Improvements
We appreciated everyone's suggestions for improving the 
hui, including:

Make time for 
it to be more 
participatory 

(e.g. small group 
discussions)

Don’t try to fit 
as much in

Key 
speakers to be 
seated in the 

front For there 
to be brief 

translations of 
the speeches in 

the pōwhiri.

Be on time
Stick to time

Time management

Holding this 
as an annual 

hui

The full summary report will be available on www.belong.org.nz

http://www.belong.org.nz

